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Title: Fonds John Burger (JB)

Dates: 1910-1946

Extent of descriptive unit: 0,06 linear meter or 11,9 Mo of textual documents.

Administrative history or biography: John Burger is the son of a gold miner. He was born in
1953 and raised in South Porcupine, Ontario. After high school he attended Laurentian University
and worked summers as a miner. He graduated in 1975 with a degree in Psychology. Since 1977
he has been a resident of Sudbury Ontario where he worked as a Child and Youth Worker until
retirement in 2013. He is married and the father of 2 boys.

His interest in historical photographs was piqued after retiring in 2013 when he participated in a
crowd-sourcing initiative by William Ready Division of Archives and Research at McMaster
University, managed by archivist Bridget Whittle. It involved the university posting online
several thousand real photo postcards that dated from the turn of the last century. They asked for
submissions of any info about the cards that might be relevant. Mr. Burger was intrigued about
the stories he found for several hundred of the images and since then has made it a hobby to
research images in orphan photo albums and to share the stories with libraries, archives, families
and historical societies here and abroad as well as on historical Facebook group pages.

The discovery of the Robert S. (Bob) Atkinson Collection held by the Laurentian University
Archives (original documents) as well as the Centre d'archives de la Grande Zone argileuse
(digital documents) provoked an interest in documenting what could be discovered about the men
in the photos and to pay homage to them if possible. According to John Burger’s research, the
two albums are not related other than the fact that they were acquired at the same time at an
antique store by Bob Atkinson. Album 1 seems to have been compiled by an unknown person
who was either employed or otherwise had a close relationship with the Kapuskasing Dominion
Experimental Farm around 1930 and 1935. Album 2 seems to have belonged to World War I
soldier Charles Samuel Watson (1894-1965).

Scope and content: The fonds contains John Burger’s research and notes regarding the
individuals photographed in the Robert S. (Bob) Atkinson Collection photo albums.

Sources of information: John Burger, 2023.

Physical description: The fonds include one box of textual documents. A digitized copy of the
documents are available online.

Immediate source of acquisition: Le Centre d'archives de la Grande Zone argileuse acquired the
fonds from John Burger in 2022 and 2023.

Arrangement: The records, once acquired, were organized by the archivist.



Language: English.

Restriction on access: No restriction imposed by the donor.

Terms governing use and reproduction: Copyright Act applies. Reproduction permitted
depending on the condition of the documents.

Finding aids: None.

Associated materials: Collection Robert S. (Bob) Atkinson.

Accruals: No further accruals expected.

General Note: In accordance with the donor's agreement, the digital records contained in the
fonds are published online on the CAGZA's website as associated material to the Robert S. (Bob)
Atkinson Collection.

Descriptors: Ferme expérimentale
see also
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