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Archival Description 

 
Title: Fonds Franco-Femmes 
 
Dates: 1977-1986; 1989-1994.  
 
Extent of descriptive unit: 0.63 m of textual documents and other. 
 
Administrative history or biography: A feminist nonprofit organization, Franco-Femmes was 
led by a group of Franco-Ontarian women from the Hearst and Kapuskasing area. Founded in 
1977, the group functioned primarily on the principle of consensus and had the overall objective 
of improving all aspects of women’s lives. The group believed that, because of their geographical, 
cultural, social and economical isolation, the women of Northern Ontario had concerns and 
problems that were particular to the region where they lived. To achieve their goal, the members 
of Franco-Femmes organized different activities with the purpose of providing women with 
information relating to various aspects of their lives and various issues. In addition to their 
bimonthly newspaper column in the local paper, Le Nord, the group also planned different 
activities to celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8 of every year. Franco-Femmes also 
organized an annual conference known as Au Féminin. After the 1979 conference, the group 
sponsored the creation of l’Association Parmi-Elles. In 1985, Franco-Femmes also created 
L’Escale, a resource center aimed at helping to improve the status of women throughout the 
region by obtaining a variety of services for them.  
 
L’Association Parmi-Elles is a group of women whose primary objective is to promote the 
economic independence of women. The organization was interested in creating and supporting a 
small business able to create stable employment for women in the region. During the early 1980’s, 
the organization received grants in order to conduct feasibility studies for the establishment of a 
local company that was to be managed by women. After securing the financial backing of more 
than 70 local investors, l’Association Parmi-Elles officially proposed the creation of a 
commercial greenhouse in 1981. La Maison Verte, a greenhouse dedicated to the production of 
conifer seedling for restoration, was incorporated in the fall of 1982. Still in operation today, La 
Maison Verte has contributed to the regional economy while creating jobs for women.  
 
Scope and content: The fonds contains textual documents relating to the activities of Franco-
Femmes and Parmi-Elles between 1977 and 1994. Among the documents are minutes of 
meetings, activity reports, grant applications, correspondence, financial records, newspapers 
clippings as well as some audiovisual content. Also found are some documents related to the 
resource center, L’Escale.  
 
The fonds contains three series:  
 

Franco-Femmes; 
L’Escale : Centre de ressources pour femmes; 
Parmi-Elles. 

 



Source of information: Fonds Franco-Femmes and La Maison Verte website 
(www.lamaisonverte.info). In 2013. 
 
Physical description: Includes five small boxes; one box is reserved for documents with access 
restrictions.  
 
Immediate source of acquisition: The Centre d’archives de la Grande-Zone argileuse aquired 
the fonds from Johanne Morin-Corbeil in 2012 and Danielle Coulombe in 2017.  
 
Arrangement: The archivist organized the records once acquired. 
 
Language: The majority of the documents are written in French; some correspondence is in 
English.  
 
Restrictions on access: Some sub-series contain personal information and cannot be accessed as 
long as privacy laws apply.   
 
Terms governing use and reproduction: Copyright Act applies. Reproduction permitted 
depending on the condition of the documents. 
 
Finding aids: A research tool is available. 
 
Accruals: No further accruals expected.  
 
Descriptors:  Franco-Femmes 

Parmi-Elles 
L’Escale 

see also Centre de ressources pour femmes 
   La Maison Verte 

Women  – Ontario, Northern 
Feminism  – Ontario, Northeastern 
Hearst (Ont.)  
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